The fears of a possible out break of infection following media reports of intentional release of anthrax spores has drawn attention to the need to establish a baseline information on the prevalence of Bacillus anthracis in the cattle, sheep and goat population in Jos. We conducted a survey to determine the prevalence of antibodies to Bacillus anthracis in cattle, sheep and goats slaughtered at the Jos Abattoir using the agar diffusion method. The survey involved two hundred animal subjects (160 cattle, 20 each of sheep and goats). Out of the total number of samples screened, 21(10.5%) were seropositive, with antibody titre levels;·of:~/80. Of the 21 seropositive cases, 18 (9.0%) were cattle, 3(1.5%,) were sheep and there was none for goats. These findings allay our fears of the possibility of an outbreak of anthrax infection following the consumption of meat from animals slaughtered at the Jos Abattoir.
INTRODUCTION:
Anthrax is an acute infectious zoonotic disease caused by spore-forming bacterium Bacillus anthracis and affects wild and domestic animals (cattle, sheep, goats, camels, antelopes and other herbivores). It affects humans when they are exposed to infected animals (1) . Historically, human anthrax in its various forms has been a disease of those with close contact to animals or animal products contaminated with Bacillus anthracis spores, (2) .
Anthrax is a disease of well-documented 
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Anthrax has become a current issue because it is considered to be a potential agent for The blood samples were allowed to clot after collection and lCI'afrom the clotted blood samples were ICparated into clean dry Bijou bottle. using clean pipettes. The sera were kept.at -20°C until they were rady for use.
Experimental Animals
The selected in-bred female Hartley guinea pigs, 3SO-400g were quarantined fur one week. They were bled by cardiac puncture and screened to be sure they had no antibody to anthrax. The clean animals were then kept for the expcnment,
AnlmsJ IoocillatloD
The harvested live attenuated anthrax spore suspension in saline was washed using normal saline. Viable count of the spore was determined using Miles et Misra (6) (Table  I) wh~le 3(t.5%) were from sheep ( Table 2 ). There were no positive Cuel from Joats (Table 3) . Our findings in this study suggest that due to an effective vaccination scheme against anthrax in cattle in Jos,Nigeria, there has been no reported of anthrax infection. We therefore allay fears of a possible outbreak of anthrax in the human population from animal sources.
